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FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY

ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Purpose: To raise awareness about issues and 

proposed recommendations of the P-20 Council, 

which provide opportunities for youth, families, 

and communities to have a voice in the 

deliberations, and make recommendations to 

the P-20 Council about the integration of youth 

and family and community involvement in 

education at all levels, including out of school 

time. 



P-20 PARTICIPATION INCLUDED:

 Co-Chair: Kathy Ryg – President, Voices for Illinois 
Children

 Co-Chair: Deb Strauss – President, Illinois Parent 
Teacher Association

 Ann Courter – Policy Analyst, Illinois P-20 Council

 Melissa Trumbull Mitchell – Associate Director, The 
Federation for Community Schools 

 Anne Hoffman – Assistant Director, ED-RED 

 Dr. Deborah Curtis – Dean, College of Education, 
Illinois State University

 Efua Elens-Eigbokhan – Outreach Director, Advance 
Illinois 

 Debbie Kasperski – Director, National 

Board Resource Center, Illinois State University





ADVANCE ILLINOIS

TOWN HALL MEETING

April 2009

Hosted town hall meeting with NCRBC

165 superintendents, principals, teachers, 

and administrators in attendance

Large and small group discussion of key 

educational challenges and opportunities

Prompted P-20 invite



CREATION OF NCRBC

North Central Illinois State of the Workforce 
Report, May 2003

Economic development prospects for LaSalle, 
Bureau, and Putnam counties

Over-abundance of low-skilled, low-waged jobs

Shortage of people with higher education

Educational Advocacy Committee of NCRBC 
created to address problem of “brain drain”
 50% of all graduating seniors will leave the Illinois 

Valley

 Most will leave for education not available

 Most of them say they do not plan to return



COMMITTEE MEETING IN OTTAWA

 Presentations:  

 First Annual Report and Recommendations of 

the Illinois P-20 Council, Ann Courter

 Illinois School Report Card and Common Core 

Standards Updates, Kathy Ryg and Debra 

Strauss

 Pending Legislation to Support Parent and 

Community Engagement and Community 

Schools, Melissa Trumbull Mitchell

Open dialogue

Other meetings around parent/community 

engagement held in Princeton and Oglesby



WHY PARENTS/FAMILIES

GET INVOLVED

Understand that they should be involved

Feel capable of making a contribution

Feel invited by the school and their children

Deb Strauss, Illinois Parent Teacher Association

PTA Presentation, “National Standards for Building Family-School Partnerships

(Hoover, Dempsey, and Sandler, 1997)



PARENT/FAMILY

INVOLVEMENT MATTERS

No matter what their family income or 

background may be, students with involved 

parents/families are more likely to:

 Earn higher grades and test scores

 Pass their classes

 Attend school regularly

 Have better social skills

 Graduate and go on to postsecondary education

Deb Strauss, Illinois Parent Teacher Association

PTA Presentation, “National Standards for Building Family-School Partnerships

(Henderson and Mapp, 2002)



NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR

FAMILY-SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS

Deb Strauss, Illinois Parent Teacher Association

PTA Presentation, “National Standards for Building Family-School Partnerships



FAMILY AND COMMUNITY

ENGAGEMENT: WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

 Research demonstrates the power engaged parents have 

to change children’s academic outcomes

 Families and communities have assets to bring to the 

table – and schools cannot “do it alone”

 Schools can provide supports to families and community 

members that also serve to remove barriers to student 

achievement – the school itself is a resource

 Need to define “parent” and expand thinking to “family”

 Need to honor, acknowledge, and value all different 

types of engagement

Melissa Trumbull Mitchell, The Federation for Community Schools



SUMMARY OF KEY LEARNINGS

 First step – creating a welcoming environment

 Teamwork among all stakeholders in children’s academic 
success is critical

 Clear, consistent, open communications among all 
stakeholders key to community and family engagement; 
using multiple strategies and structures to provide parents 
with the information and tools 

 Critical that schools (and districts) be open to community 
partners, willing to co-located programs and services, and 
be open to meaningful family engagement (including 
holding events at times when parents are available)

 Schools reach out to the community both to share resources 
that the school can offer and to identify community-based 
supports from which students and families can benefit; 
ensure families know about supports available 

Melissa Trumbull Mitchell, The Federation for Community Schools



SUMMARY OF KEY LEARNINGS

 Intentionality, consistency, and varied pathways support 
strong community and family engagement 

 Schools can bring groups together to conquer a shared 
challenge, complete a shared project, or work towards shared 
goals

 Leadership priority on and value of family and community 
engagement at all levels (district, school) is key to success, 
includes principals modeling engagement for teachers 

 Importance of trust among all stakeholders cannot be 
overstated 

 District leadership’s willingness to listen to and address 
parents’ concerns and a willingness to consider and change 
district policies also serve to foster engagement

Melissa Trumbull Mitchell, The Federation for Community Schools



DEVELOPING NECESSARY CAPACITIES

 Role of the leader – at school and district level

 Role of leader and staff professional development 
around the importance of engagement

 Opportunities for developing trust and relationship 
building – let the first experiences be positive

 Links to local, state, and Federal policy – educate 
policymakers

 Develop family capacities to engage – and broaden 
our definitions of “parent” engagement

 Rely on infrastructures that support engagement –
NCLB/Title I Parent teams, Family & Community 
Engagement teams, community schools

 Policy change at Federal, state, and local levels

Melissa Trumbull Mitchell, The Federation for Community Schools



PARENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Purpose: To determine the best way in 

which parents can be provided assistance 

in developing improved parenting skills 

that would lead to better student 

achievement and improved social skills 

Jay McCracken, Superintendent of Putnam County Schools



ESTABLISHING THE PROGRAM

Permission from the School Board and 

Superintendent

Seeking volunteers for the committee

Survey on district website

Needs assessment from staff

Attitudinal survey from parents

Business partnerships

Planning the workshops

Jay McCracken, Superintendent of Putnam County Schools



HOMEWORK KIT WORKSHOP

Kits created by teachers at each grade level

Designed to assist parents in helping their 
children learn at home

Provided at the workshop for parents, 
including specific items needed for each 
grade level

Highlights

 Food donated by businesses

 Food cooked and served by teachers and 
administrators

 Festive atmosphere
Jay McCracken, Superintendent of Putnam County Schools



OVERVIEW OF ILLINOIS STATE BUDGET

A State of the State Dialogue for anyone 

interested in budget discussions and the 

current state of Illinois policy

Open dialogue

 Participants invited to share impacts of 

the state fiscal crisis

Kathy Ryg, Voices for Illinois Children



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT/

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

What is engagement and where to start?

Keynote Speaker: 

 Kim Miller, Statewide Family Leadership 

Coordinator, Illinois Children’s Mental 

Health Partnership

 Engagement from a parent perspective

Kim Miller, Illinois Children’s Mental Health Partnership







KEY TAKEAWAYS

 Coalitions do not recognize themselves as community-

based organizations. FYCEC can reinforce for others.

 Family and parental engagement is key

 Development of shared values and language leads to 

goals to achieve a mission

 Schools need support in addressing achievement gaps, 

social and emotional learning needs, and responding to 

needs of individual students

 Highlighted by schools’ experiences with suicides, and 

schools role in bringing out students’ talents and 

interest

 School boards want parent surveys and study circles



FOR P-20 CONSIDERATION

 Share The Change Exchange Blog: 

 http://share-the-change.blogspot.com/

 Engage critics

 Connect coalitions around state

 Web-based communication

 Need to be asset-skill based

 Need to make career connections early

 Misalignment between high school and college readiness, and 

between the ISAT and the PSAE/ACT

 Textbook needs and learning materials are key

 Broadband is an issue

 Health services are key to community but liability issue for schools

 Mental health impacts across all levels of schools, 

Pre-K through college

http://share-the-change.blogspot.com/
http://share-the-change.blogspot.com/
http://share-the-change.blogspot.com/
http://share-the-change.blogspot.com/
http://share-the-change.blogspot.com/


For additional information:

Deb Strauss

President

Illinois Parent Teacher Association

1-800-877-9617

ds4kids@comcast.net

Kathy Ryg

President

Voices for Illinois Children

312-516-5550

kryg@voices4kids.org

mailto:ds4kids@comcast.net
mailto:kryg@voices4kids.org

